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The Varieties

of

Bible  Prophecy



Hebrews 1:1

God, after He spoke long ago to 

the fathers in the prophets in 

many portions and in many 

ways, 



Rhema

There are two Greek words for “Word.”

Logos
The entire Word of God.

A special word from the Scriptures via the 

Holy Spirit.



Why Rhemas Occur

1) We have a specific need God wants to 

address in Scripture.

2) The Lord wants to teach us something new.

3) God wants to provide believers with 

guidance. 



Hebrews 4:12

“For the word of God is living and active and sharper 

than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the 

division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, 

and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the 

heart.”



Hebrews 1:1

God, after He spoke long ago to 

the fathers in the prophets in 

many portions and in many 

ways, 



Types of Prophecy

1) Writing Prophets

 a) Diversity of People



2 Chronicles 16:9

“The eyes of the Lord move to and fro 

throughout the earth that He may 

strongly support those whose heart is 

completely His.”



Types of Prophecy

1) Writing Prophets

 a) Diversity of People

 b) Diversity of Styles



Poetry

Prose

Sermons

Drama

Apocalyptic

Autobiographical



Types of Prophecy

1) Writing Prophets

 a) Diversity of People

 b) Diversity of Styles

 c) Diversity of Revelations



Direct – “Thus says the Lord”

        Dreams

                    Visions   

                                Expriences



2) The Oral Prophets

 a) Some Famous

 b) Most Little Known

 c) Many Nameless

 d) Few in New Testament

Types of Prophecy



Oral Prophets in the New Testament

1) The four daughters of the Evangelist Phillip

2) Agabus to Paul

3) At the Birth of Jesus:

     Zacharias / Elizabeth / Mary / Simeon / Anna



1) Villages & Cities

2) People

3) Self



Duteronomy 18:18 

“I will raise up a prophet from 

among their brothers like you, 

and I will put My words in his 

mouth, and he shall speak to 

them all that I command him.”



Types of Prophecy

3) Acting Prophets



Isaiah



Jeremiah



Ezekiel



Hosea



Commanded to 

marry a prostitute!

Hosea

The Message: “Israel was 

a spiritual prostitute when 

God selected them as His 

Chosen People.”



Discovered an 

unfaithful wife.

Hosea

The Message: “Like 

Gomer, Israel has been 

unfaithful to her husband, 

chasing after foreign gods. 

Like Hosea, God’s heart is 

broken.”



Commanded to 

forgive his wife and 

redeem her from 

harlotry.

The Message: Grace

Hosea



“For God so loved 

the world that He 

gave His only 

begotten Son, that 

whoever believes 

in Him should not 

perish, but have 

eternal life.”



Review of Types of Prophecy

1) Written Prophecy

2) Oral Prophecy

3) Acted Prophecy



Review of Types of Prophecy

1) Written Prophecy

2) Oral Prophecy

3) Acted Prophecy

4) Symbolic Prophecy



Three Types of

 Symbolic Prophecy

1) Individual Lives

2) Historical Events

3) Inanimate Objects



Individual Lives



The Life of Joseph as a Type of the Messiah

JOSEPH

1) Rejected by his brothers 

2) Symbolic killing

3) Symbolic resurrection

4) Departed for a far country

5) Took a Gentile bride

6) Revealed self to brethren

7) Accepted by his brothers

JESUS

1) Rejected by His people

2) Crucified

3) Resurrected

4) Ascended to Heaven

5) Taking a Gentile Bride

6) Will reveal self at 2nd Coming

7) Jews will accept Jesus as 

their Messiah



Historical Events



Inanimate Objects



1) Made of wood

2) Overlaid with gold

3) Contained three things:

 a) Stone tablets of Moses

 b) Bowl of Manna

 c) Aaron’s rod that budded

4) Lid called the mercy seat

5) Two angels, one at each end of the mercy seat 



This was a prophecy that the blood 

of the Messiah would cover the 

Law of Moses making it possible 

for people to be reconciled with 

their Creator by the grace of God 

through faith in the shed blood of 

the Messiah. 



The high priest would 

also sprinkle the blood on 

the ground in front of the 

Ark as a symbolic 

prophecy that the blood of 

the Messiah would also 

make possible the 

restoration of the creation 

to its original purity.



Helps us to see things we might otherwise overlook.









Ossuary







John 20:11-12

11) Mary was standing outside the tomb 

weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and 

looked into the tomb;

12) and she beheld two angels in white sitting, 

one at the head, and one at the feet, where the 

body of Jesus had been lying.







Types of Prophecy

1) Written Prophecy

2) Oral Prophecy

3) Acted Prophecy

4) Symbolic Prophecy





Prophecies about Jesus

1) There are approximately 330 

prophecies in the Hebrew Scrip-

tures concerning the First Com-

ing of the Messiah. 

2) Many are repetitive.

3) 109 are separate and distinct.



Peter Stoner

 (1888 – 1980)



Prophecies about Jesus

5) The odds of just seven being 

fulfilled accidentally in some-

one’s life are 1 in 1017 or:

1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000

That’s one in one hundred 

quadrillion!



Peter Stoner’s Illustration



Luke 24:44

“These are My words which I spoke to you while I was 

still with you, that all things which are written about Me 

in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 

must be fulfilled.”







Three Final Thoughts About Future 

Prophecies Yet to be Fulfilled

1) The Golden Rule of biblical interpretation: “If the 

plain sense makes sense, don’t look for any other 

sense, lest you end up with nonsense.”

2) All the first coming prophecies meant what they 

said, so don’t spiritualize the second coming 

prophecies to mean something other than what they 

say.”



Three Final Thoughts About Future 

Prophecies Yet to be Fulfilled

3) God knows how to communicate, and you don’t 

need a doctorate in hermeneutics to understand what 

He has promised in His Word about the future. 
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