


21Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often 

shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to 

seven times?"

 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven 
times, but up to seventy times seven.

The Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18:21-35)





ACTORS IN THE  PARABLE









Fellow Servants: The Witnesses
The Church Community



Fellow Servants: The Witnesses
The Church Community

The Torturers: Misery
Mental Anguish



23 Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to 

settle accounts with his servants.

 24 And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him 

who owed him ten thousand talents.

A talent is an ancient Near Eastern measure of weight.  It was the top of a weight 
system that included the shekel and the mina. Archaeological evidence points to 
variations across cultures but most scholars agree that a Hebrew talent in the biblical 
period fell between seventy and ninety pounds.

The talent was not a coin, but a weight. When biblical writers mention someone 
possessing or giving talents they refer to large amounts of metal.



23 Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to 

settle accounts with his servants.

 24 And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him 

who owed him ten thousand talents.

In today’s valuation of gold, a talent would be about $2.2 billion dollars.

Ten thousand talents would be 22 trillion dollars ($22,000,000,000,000.00)





26 "The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, `Master,  have patience 
with me, and I will pay you all.'

But, even if he lived a thousand years, he could never pay the debt.

27 "Then the master of that servant was moved with 
compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.





This represents the wrongs committed against 
us by others. It is a real sin that affects us, but it 
is manageable. Conceivably, this debt could be 
paid off in a year or two. It is absolutely 
microscopic compared to the infinite deficit 
owed to the Master



29 So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, `Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you all.'

Notice: he echoes the words of servant #1. Have patience with me, and 
I will pay you all.”

30 "And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the 

debt.
Servant #1 refuses to be patient and threw servant #2 into prison until 
he pays the debt he owes servant #1

30 And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the 
debt.







Mat 18:31 "So when his fellow servants saw what had been 

done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master 

all that had been done.





32 "Then his master, after he had called him, said to him,  `You wicked servant! 
I forgave you all that debt because you begged me.
 33 `Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had 
pity on you?'

Wicked:  πονηρός (poneros) pertaining to being morally or socially worthless, 
wicked, evil, bad, worthless, vicious, degenerate

Compassion/pity:  ἐλεέω (eleeo) to be greatly concerned about someone in 
need, have compassion/mercy/pity 

Why does the master call him evil or wicked? Because he would not show mercy 
to his fellow servant.





Mat 18:34 "And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he 
should pay all that was due to him.

Here is where people get confused about this parable.  
Who is in debt in this parable? Servant #1 or Servant #2?

Servant #2 is in debt for 100 denarii.

Servant #1 is not in debt. His debt was canceled.  

The master delivered Servant #1 to the torturers until Servant #2 pays 
his debt of 100 denarii.







Mat 18:35 So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his 
heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses1."

This is not teaching that you can lose salvation. 

It is teaching that you will be miserable if you refuse to forgive another Christian 
who has wronged you.



Mat 18:35 So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his 
heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses1."

Someone has wronged you, therefore they owe you something, and you want 
them to pay for what they have done.

What if they never pay? What if you refuse to be satisfied, no matter what they 
do?

Then our heavenly Father will deliver you to the torturers, and you will have 
misery.



Mat 18:35 So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his 
heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses1."

But there is a way for you to get away from the torturers.

Forgive your fellow servant.  Then he doesn’t owe you anything. You have 
cancelled his debt.

That is the very definition of forgiveness.









Eph 4:32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.
5:1 ¶ Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.

FORGIVE
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