
The Christian Life 
by Grace

in a Nutshell 

Galatians 2:20-21 



The Christian Life 
by Grace

in a Nutshell 

Galatians 2:20-21 





The theme of Christianity is not a theory, not an  

institution, not a book, not a set of rules, not 

simply a code of morals nor a system of philosophy,        

and not even a statement of truth or principle. . . .           

No, Christianity is a living Person, with whom all           

these things are connected and from whom they proceed.

W. H. Griffith Thomas, Studies in Colossians and Philemon,  pp. 63-64.



1. We have a position in Christ and identification with Him that 
is the key to walking in daily fellowship with Him.

2. We not only have a position in Him, but He indwells every 
one of us as believers, so we can have a living, dynamic 
relationship with Christ and not just a change of our destiny.

3. The Christian life is designed by God to be a daily walk of 
dependence on Christ as the trustworthy object of our faith.

4. The motivation for our Christian life is our Savior’s love for us 
that is a gracious love which knows no bounds or limits.

5. God’s grace toward us for salvation and the Christian life was 
only made possible by Christ’s sufficient, finished work.
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Galatians 2:19-21
19 For I through the law died to the 

law that I might live to God.
20 I have been crucified with Christ; 

it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave Himself for me.

21 I do not set aside the grace of God; 
for if righteousness comes 
through the law, then Christ died 
in vain.
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“I have been crucified with Christ”

  1.  As a believer in Jesus Christ, your POSITION in Christ or 
IDENTITY is that you DIED with Him. (Gal. 5:24; Rom. 6:1-7; 
1 Cor. 12:12-13; Eph. 4:5)







12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all 
the members of that one body, being many, are one body, 
so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or 
free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.

            1 Corinthians 12:12-13



1 Corinthians 15:22 
“For as in Adam all die, 

even so in Christ all shall be made alive.”

Believe

In ChristIn Adam

HS
Baptism 

into 
Christ
 1 Cor. 

12:12-13

Risen









being justified freely by His grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus,

        Romans 3:24



In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace

        Ephesians 1:7



But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption
             1 Corinthians 1:30



                   In Adam                  In Christ



“In Adam”

“In Christ”





We may be forgiven because He died in our stead;  
we may be delivered because we died with Him.  
God’s way of deliverance for us, a race of hopeless 
incurables, is to put us away in the cross of His Son, 
and then to make a new beginning by recreating us     
in union with Him, the Risen, Living One (2 Cor. 5:17).
  
       —Ruth Paxson

As quoted in “Principles of Spiritual Growth” by Miles Stanford, p. 73.
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1 What shall we say then? Shall we 
continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall 
we who died to sin live any longer 
in it? 3 Or do you not know that as 
many of us as were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death? 
           Romans 6:1-3



4 Therefore we were buried with Him 
through baptism into death, that just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life.      
5 For if we have been united together 
in the likeness of His death, certainly 
we also shall be in the likeness of His 
resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our 
old man was crucified with Him, that 
the body of sin might be done away 
with, that we should no longer be 
slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died  
has been freed from sin. Romans 6:4-7



11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves 
to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in 
your mortal body, that you should 
obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not 
present your members as instruments 
of unrighteousness to sin, but present 
yourselves to God as being alive from 
the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness to God. 
14 For sin shall not have dominion 
over you, for you are not under law 
but under grace.  Romans 6:11-14









and He died for all, that those who live should live no 
longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and 
rose again.
              2 Corinthians 5:15
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“it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me”

  2.  The  SOURCE of your Christian life is JESUS CHRIST living in 
you. (John 14:23; 15:1-5; Eph. 1:13; 3:16-19; 4:6; 5:18; Col. 
1:27)
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again. (Titus 2:13)
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and seated at God’s right hand and He is our life. (Col. 3:1-4)
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and Head of the Church. (Eph. 1:22)
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The Christian life is designed by God 
to be a daily, vertical, personal 
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
based on His sufficiency and our union 
with Him, so that we continually 
appropriate our spiritual blessings in 
Him as we walk by faith and are filled 
with the Holy Spirit to glorify Him.
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“and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by faith in the Son of God”

  3.  The MANNER of your Christian life is a walk of 
DEPENDENCE upon the Lord. (John 15:5; 2 Cor. 3:5-6; 5:7; 
Col. 2:6; Heb. 11:6)



What is the best way of promoting Christian holiness 
and guaranteeing the true fruits of faith in our lives? The 
supreme spiritual danger of the Christian life is that of 
legalism, for there is an inevitable tendency to assume 
that although Justification is by faith, Sanctification is somehow 
by struggle, that although the sinner is powerless in regard to 
salvation he is not so in the matter of holiness. The result of this 
view is frequently to cause trouble in the Christian life, making 
the believer feel that though he is unable to become justified 
apart from himself he cannot possibly be sanctified unless 
largely aided by his own efforts. But in reality there is one great 
principle of faith, covering the whole of the Christian life,



which shows beyond all question that those who are 
fullest, freest, and frankest in their proclamation of 
Justification by faith are thereby enabled to show that 
Sanctification is likewise to be received in Christ by faith, 
and that there is one dominating principle throughout. We 
receive Christ Jesus by faith, and we are to walk in Him by the 
same principle (Col. ii. 6), and when this is fully realized and 
properly emphasized in relation both to Justification and 
Sanctification the outcome is liberty, joy, and practical holiness, 
which answer fully to the New Testament requirement of the 
Christian life.

W. H. Griffith Thomas, The Principles of Theology (London: Vine, 6th Rev. Ed. 1978), 209.
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“who loved me and gave Himself for me”

  4.  The MOTIVE of your Christian life is the LOVE of Christ for 
you. (2 Cor. 5:14; Eph. 1:6; 3:17-19; 1 John 4:19)





Galatians 2:20 is a lot like John 3:16…

For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son…

I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave Himself for me.

Notice, God spells “love” . . . “g.a.v.e.”











He loves me . . . 
He loves me not . . . 







PROPER  MOTIVATION

"I died for you, 
would you be willing to live for Me?"
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“I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness 
comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.”

  5.  The BASIS of your Christian life is Christ’s WORK and God’s 
GRACE. (Rom. 1:16-17; 1 Cor. 2:2; 15:3-4, 14)
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