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Background 
to Judges











The book of Joshua 

covers roughly 30 years.
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covers roughly 30 years.
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The book of Joshua 

covers roughly 30 years.

The book of Judges

covers roughly 350 years.

That is nearly nine percent of the 

entire Old Testament record!



When Joshua died, 
God did not appoint a person 
to succeed him as the military 

and political leader of the entire 
nation of Israel.
Dr. Thomas Constable

“Notes on Judges: Introduction”
Copyright 2025 by Thomas L. Constable; https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes/html/judges/judges.htm



Instead, each tribe 
was to proceed to conquer 

and occupy its allotted territory.

Dr. Thomas Constable

“Notes on Judges: Introduction”
Copyright 2025 by Thomas L. Constable; https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes/html/judges/judges.htm



“Samuel Judges Israel”

https://www.blueletterbible.org/images/1%20Samuel/imageDisplay/hs2_196_b. Used by permission of BlueLetterBible.org.

Many, going back 
to ancient Jewish 

sources, believe the 
author of Judges 
to be none other 
than Samuel—
the last judge 

of Israel 
(Acts 13:20).





Though the land had been 
generally conquered and occupied 

under Joshua, many important 
Canaanite strongholds

Ryrie Study Bible

“Judges: Introduction,” p. 567
KJV, Expanded Edition (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 1994)



had been bypassed, 
leaving their subjugation 

to individual Israelite tribes.

KJV, Expanded Edition (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 1994)

Ryrie Study Bible

“Judges: Introduction,” p. 567





This was a major test 

for the people of Israel 

in the plan and purposes of God. 

See Judges 2:20-23.





This time period 

of the Judges 

has been called 

“Israel’s Dark Ages.”



Judges recounts the turmoil 
of the tribes during the years 

following the failure 
to occupy the land completely.

The Moody Bible Commentary

“Judges,” John McMath, p. 355
(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014)







Dr. Merrill Unger’s title 

for the book of Judges is 

“The Monotony 

and Misery of Sin”

Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



“They forsook the LORD 

and served Baal 
and the Ashtoreths.”

Judges 2:13, NKJV



“And they took their daughters 

to be their wives, 

and gave their daughters 

to their sons; and they 

served other gods.”
Judges 3:6, NKJV



Israel’s history unfolded in this period 
in a cyclical or repetitive way: 

each cycle took Israel further downward 
in its debasement and apostasy.

ESV Study Bible

“Introduction to Judges,” p. 433
From “Purpose, Occasion and Background.” Taken from the ESV® Study Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), Copyright © 2008 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008)







In Judges 6, we are 

in the fourth of seven cycles



In Judges 6, we are 

in the fourth of seven cycles

Gideon is the fifth judge 

of 12 overall



In Judges 6, we are 

in the fourth of seven cycles

Gideon is the fifth judge 

of 12 overall

Gideon is the 

fourth major judge



These cycles of sin-oppression-
repentance-deliverance formed a 

downward spiral in which the Israelites 
become increasingly corrupt and 

more like the Canaanites.
The Jeremiah Study Bible

“Judges—Book Introduction,” p. 312
David Jeremiah (Franklin, TN: Worthy Publishing, 2013)



By the end of the book, 
Israel had violated 

its covenant with God 
in almost every way imaginable.

ESV Study Bible

“Introduction to Judges,” p. 433
From “Purpose, Occasion and Background.” Taken from the ESV® Study Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), Copyright © 2008 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008)



The worst long-term consequence 
of the people failing to teach 

and transfer their covenant history 
is that they failed to cleanse Canaan 

of its pagan tribes.
The Jeremiah Study Bible

“Judges—Book Introduction,” p. 311
David Jeremiah (Franklin, TN: Worthy Publishing, 2013)





The book of Judges 

is an illustration or outworking 

of God’s prophetic plan 

for His people—outlined 

in Lev. 26 and Deut. 28.



“You shall carry much seed 

out to the field 

but gather little in, 

for the locust 

shall consume it.”
Deuteronomy 28:38, NKJV



Judges takes its name 
from the 12 Sprit-anointed 

military leaders the Lord raised up 
to deliver the nation.

Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983)

Dr. Merrill F. Unger

Unger’s Bible Handbook, p. 169





Even though they had severe flaws, 
four of these judges are mentioned 

among the heroes of the faith 
(Hebrews 11).

ESV Study Bible

“Introduction to Judges,” p. 437
From “Literary Features.” Taken from the ESV® Study Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), Copyright © 2008 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008)



As a loose confederacy 
around the central shrine at Shiloh, 

the young nation had no 
stable central government, 

Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983)

Dr. Merrill F. Unger

Unger’s Bible Handbook, p. 169



and forsaking the Lord, 
it became an easy prey 

for enemy invasion.

Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983)

Dr. Merrill F. Unger

Unger’s Bible Handbook, p. 169



The judges first delivered the people, 
then ruled over them.

Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983)

Dr. Merrill F. Unger

Unger’s Bible Handbook, p. 169



“You shall appoint judges 

and officers in all your gates, 

which the LORD your God 
gives you,

Deuteronomy 16:18, NKJV



according to your tribes, 

and they shall judge 

the people 
with just judgment.”

Deuteronomy 16:18, NKJV



“May the LORD, the Judge, 

render judgment this day 

between the children of Israel 
and the people of Ammon.”

Judges 11:27b, NKJV





The book of Judges 

anticipates better days ahead 

when the nation of Israel 

would be ruled by a godly king:



Judges is a striking portrait 
of a people without a king, 

making readers long for the 
one true King, Jesus.

The Jeremiah Study Bible

“Judges—Book Introduction,” p. 312
David Jeremiah (Franklin, TN: Worthy Publishing, 2013)



The book of Judges 

anticipates better days ahead 

when the nation of Israel 

would be ruled by a godly king:
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The book of Judges 

anticipates better days ahead 
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The book of Judges 

anticipates better days ahead 

when the nation of Israel 

would be ruled by a godly king:

➢ 17:6

➢ 18:1

➢ 19:1

➢ 21:25 



“In those days there was 
no king in Israel; 

everyone did what was right 
in his own eyes.”

Judges 21:25, NKJV



Judges is the book of “no king”.... 
The world today is living 

in the Book of Judges 
because there is 

no king in Israel.
Warren W. Wiersbe

The BE Commentary: OT History, p. 170
The Bible Exposition Commentary: OT History (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Communications Ministries, 2003)



Few periods of history 
are so much like our own 

as the time of the Judges....

Gary Inrig

Hearts of Iron, Feet of Clay, p. 9
(Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House Publishers, 2005)



It describes a time of moral, 
spiritual, and ethical anarchy, 

a society without standards.

Gary Inrig

Hearts of Iron, Feet of Clay, p. 13
(Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House Publishers, 2005)



Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



According to Unger, 

as we move from Joshua 

to Judges, we go from:

Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



According to Unger, 

as we move from Joshua 

to Judges, we go from:

▪ victory to defeat

Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



According to Unger, 

as we move from Joshua 

to Judges, we go from:

▪ victory to defeat

▪ freedom to servitude

Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



According to Unger, 

as we move from Joshua 

to Judges, we go from:

▪ victory to defeat

▪ freedom to servitude

▪ faith to unbelief

Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



According to Unger, 

as we move from Joshua 

to Judges, we go from:

▪ victory to defeat

▪ freedom to servitude

▪ faith to unbelief

▪ progress to declension
Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



▪ spiritual vision 

to earthly emphasis

Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



▪ spiritual vision 

to earthly emphasis

▪ fidelity to apostasy

Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



▪ spiritual vision 

to earthly emphasis

▪ fidelity to apostasy

▪ joy to sorrow

Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



▪ spiritual vision 

to earthly emphasis

▪ fidelity to apostasy

▪ joy to sorrow

▪ strength to weakness

Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



▪ spiritual vision 

to earthly emphasis

▪ fidelity to apostasy

▪ joy to sorrow

▪ strength to weakness

▪ unity to anarchy

Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



▪ spiritual vision 

to earthly emphasis

▪ fidelity to apostasy

▪ joy to sorrow

▪ strength to weakness

▪ unity to anarchy

▪ sin judged to sin 

lightly regarded
Unger’s Bible Handbook, Moody Paperback Edition (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 169.



Introducing 
Gideon





… more space is devoted to Gideon 
in the Book of Judges (100 verses) 

than to any other judge;

Warren W. Wiersbe

The BE Commentary: OT History, p. 113
The Bible Exposition Commentary: OT History (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Communications Ministries, 2003)



and Gideon is the only judge 
whose personal struggles 

with his faith are recorded.

Warren W. Wiersbe

The BE Commentary: OT History, p. 113
The Bible Exposition Commentary: OT History (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Communications Ministries, 2003)





This is the last period of peace 
recorded in the Book of Judges.

Bible Knowledge Commentary

“Judges,” F. Duane Lindsey, p. 396
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament, John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, editors (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985)



Chapter 6 –
Man of Fear



All God’s giants have been weak men— 
who did great things for God 

because they reckoned on God 
being with them.

Hudson Taylor

Founder, China Inland Mission



“… God has chosen the 

weak things of the world 

to put to shame the things 
which are mighty.”

1 Corinthians 1:27b, NKJV



vv. 1-5 –

PROBLEM



Every year, 
as sure as income tax, 

Midian’s buzzards come.

Dale Ralph Davis

Judges: Such a Great Salvation, p. 91
(Great Britain; Fearn, Ross-shire, United Kingdom: Christian Focus Publications, 2000)





The Midianites



The Midianites were probably 
a broad collection of related tribes, 

led by separate “kings” or “princes,” 
without a common political focus.

(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014)

The Moody Bible Commentary

“Judges,” John McMath, p. 370



… an alliance of desert people, 
led by the Midianites, 

a Bedouin people from deep 
in the Arabian Desert.

Gary Inrig

Hearts of Iron, Feet of Clay, p. 93
(Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House Publishers, 2005)



The Midianites





➢ Descended from 

Abraham and Keturah—

Gen. 25:2 (fourth child)



➢ Descended from 

Abraham and Keturah—

Gen. 25:2 (fourth child)

➢ Bought Joseph and sold him 

to Potiphar—Gen. 37:27-36



➢ Descended from 

Abraham and Keturah—

Gen. 25:2 (fourth child)

➢ Bought Joseph and sold him 

to Potiphar—Gen. 37:27-36

➢ Moses fled to Midian and 

married a Midianite, Zipporah

—Ex. 2:15-22





➢ Oppressed Israel 

in the days of Balaam

—Num. 22:7



➢ Oppressed Israel 

in the days of Balaam

—Num. 22:7

➢ Were judged through Moses

—Num. 31:1-24



This is the first mention in the Bible 
of camels being used in warfare, 

and certainly they would have given 
their riders speed and mobility 

on the battlefield.
Warren W. Wiersbe

The BE Commentary: OT History, p. 118
The Bible Exposition Commentary: OT History (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Communications Ministries, 2003)



… camels … range of distance and speed 
(as high as 100 miles per day) 

made them a formidable 
long-range military threat.

Bible Knowledge Commentary

“Judges,” F. Duane Lindsey, p. 391
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament, John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, editors (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985)



v. 6 –

POVERTY



v. 7 –

PRAYER



vv. 8-10 –

PREACHER



vv. 11-24 –

CONFRONTING



“The Angel of the Lord Appears to Gideon”

https://www.blueletterbible.org/images/Judges/imageDisplay/hs2_170_b; Used by permission of BlueLetterBible.org.





The Angel of the LORD 

= the LORD, a theophany.

See vv. 11, 12, 14, 16, 20, 21



Wheat was normally threshed on a wide, 
flat beaten area called a threshing floor. 

The best ones were on high ground 
in the midst of the fields.

(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014)

The Moody Bible Commentary

“Judges,” John McMath, p. 371



This process was normally a time 
of communal celebration and was 
easily visible to anyone passing by. 

But the Midianite threat made 
any such event impossible.

(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014)

The Moody Bible Commentary

“Judges,” John McMath, p. 371



Gideon was so fearful 
of the Midianites 

that he prepared this grain 
in a secluded wine press. 

(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014)

The Moody Bible Commentary

“Judges,” John McMath, p. 371



World’s largest 

wine vat – 

Heidelberg Castle, 

Germany



He no doubt hoped 
to be able to thresh enough grain 

for a meal or two.

(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014)

The Moody Bible Commentary

“Judges,” John McMath, p. 371



This speaks of the desperation 
of the people 

under the oppression 
of the Midianite raiders.

(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014)

The Moody Bible Commentary

“Judges,” John McMath, p. 371



When God looks at a man or a woman, 
He doesn’t see them for what they are 

but He sees them as to what 
they can become by His 
transforming presence.

https://www.youtube.com/live/AMoc0l6gysM?feature=shared

Dr. Mark Hitchcock

“Gideon & the 300” (9/7/24)



There was never 
a less likely liberator 

than Gideon....

Gary Inrig

Hearts of Iron, Feet of Clay, p. 96
(Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House Publishers, 2005)



He is a defeated, discouraged man, 
filled with doubts and fears.

Gary Inrig

Hearts of Iron, Feet of Clay, p. 96
(Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House Publishers, 2005)





Gideon was the lowest 

in the house of the weakest clan 

of the smallest tribe. 

But God promised to be with him!



“My grace is sufficient 

for you, for My strength 

is made perfect 
in weakness.”

2 Corinthians 12:9, NKJV







Apparently, the Midianites 

had already killed Gideon’s 

brothers in their raiding of 

Israel—see Judg. 8:18-19.



“Gideon Offers a Sacrifice”

https://www.blueletterbible.org/images/Judges/imageDisplay/lb1_jdg_06_19_b; Used by permission of BlueLetterBible.org.



God’s warriors must be with Him 
in worship before they can 

be with Him in warfare. 

The Jeremiah Study Bible

Note on Judg. 6:17-35, p. 321
David Jeremiah (Franklin, TN: Worthy Publishing, 2013)



vv. 25-32 –

CONVICTING



If Gideon is to deliver Israel 
from the Midianites, 

he first has to deliver himself 
from the idolatry

https://www.youtube.com/live/tUbrEa6Iqn0?feature=shared

Dr. Mark Hitchcock

“Gideon & the 300” (10/5/24)



that led God 
to unleash the Midianites 

upon them in the first place.

https://www.youtube.com/live/tUbrEa6Iqn0?feature=shared

Dr. Mark Hitchcock

“Gideon & the 300” (10/5/24)





The ultimate issue 

was not the threat 

of the Midianites, 

but the sin of the Israelites.



According to God’s law, 
it was the idol-whoshipers 

who should have been slain! 
See Deut. 13:6-9.

Warren W. Wiersbe

The BE Commentary: OT History, p. 117
The Bible Exposition Commentary: OT History (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Communications Ministries, 2003)



vv. 33-35 –

CONQUEST



“But the Spirit of the LORD 
clothed Gideon....”

Judges 6:34, ESV



vv. 36-40 –

CONCERNING



“Gideon’s Fleece”

https://www.blueletterbible.org/images/Judges/imageDisplay/hs2_171_b; Used by permission of BlueLetterBible.org.



“You shall not tempt 
the LORD your God....”

Deuteronomy 6:16, NKJV



Sign Miracle
A direct and immediate 

intervention of God 
into the physical world 

to publicly demonstrate His 
power or to authenticate 

His messengers.   

Dr. John C. Whitcomb
Adapted from John C. Whitcomb, Biblical Miracles, cassette 1, side 1,  Middletown Bible Church, Middletown, CT, April 2001.



“Putting out the fleece” is not only 
an evidence of our unbelief, 

but it’s also an evidence of our pride.

Warren W. Wiersbe

The BE Commentary: OT History, p. 118
The Bible Exposition Commentary: OT History (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Communications Ministries, 2003)



God has to do 
what I tell Him to do 

before I’ll do 
what He tells me to do!

Warren W. Wiersbe

The BE Commentary: OT History, p. 118
The Bible Exposition Commentary: OT History (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Communications Ministries, 2003)



Providence
The indirect and mediate 

employment by God 
of natural laws 

and events and people 
to accomplish His will.   

Dr. John C. Whitcomb
John C. Whitcomb, Biblical Miracles, cassette 1, side 1,  Middletown Bible Church, Middletown, CT, April 2001.







“The steps of a good man 

are ordered by the LORD, 
And He delights in his way.”

Psalm 37:23, NKJV



God wants you to do His will 
way more than you want to do it.

https://www.youtube.com/live/YHkeiOao_Rc?feature=shared

Dr. Mark Hitchcock

“Gideon & the 300” (11/2/24)



Chapter 7 –
Man of Faith



vv. 1-8 –

SIFTING 
THE TROOPS



God would not use Gideon as a leader 
until Gideon recognized 
that he was insufficient 

for the task. 

The Jeremiah Study Bible

Note on Judg. 7:2, 3, p. 323
David Jeremiah (Franklin, TN: Worthy Publishing, 2013)



“And who is sufficient 
for these things?”

2 Corinthians 2:16b, NKJV



Fearful and trembling, Gideon … 
now arrives at the 
well of trembling 
[well of Harod].

Liberty Bible Commentary: OT

“Judges,” Edward E. Hindson, p. 474
(Lynchburg, VA: Old-Time Gospel Hour, 1982)



“Notes on Judges,” 

Dr. Thomas L. Constable

https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes

/html/judges/judges.htm



“Notes on Judges,” 

Dr. Thomas L. Constable

https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes

/html/judges/judges.htm



“What man is there who is 
fearful and fainthearted? 

Let him go and return to his 

house, lest the heart of his 

brethren faint like his heart.”
Deuteronomy 20:8b, NKJV



“Gideon Selects an Army of 300 Men”

https://www.blueletterbible.org/images/Judges/imageDisplay/hs2_172_b; Used by permission of BlueLetterBible.org.



“For nothing restrains 

the LORD from saving 
by many or by few.”

1 Samuel 14:6b, NKJV



Whilst the Lord was willing 
to strengthen the feeble faith of Gideon 

by the sign with the fleece of wool, 
and thus to raise him up 

to full confidence
C.F. Keil and F. Delitzsch

Biblical Commentary on the OT, p. 343
Joshua, Judges, Ruth (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1950)



in the divine omnipotence, 
He also required of him, 
when thus strengthened, 

an attestation of his faith, by the 
purification of his army,

C.F. Keil and F. Delitzsch

Biblical Commentary on the OT, p. 343
Joshua, Judges, Ruth (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1950)



that he might give the whole glory 
to Him, and accept the victory 

over that great multitude 
from His hand alone.

C.F. Keil and F. Delitzsch

Biblical Commentary on the OT, p. 343
Joshua, Judges, Ruth (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1950)





135,000 against 32,000

= 4 to 1



135,000 against 32,000

= 4 to 1

135,000 against 10,000

= 13 to 1



Gideon was about to discover 
that 300 with God is far more 

than 32,000 without Him. 

The Jeremiah Study Bible

Note on Judg. 7:2-8, p. 323
David Jeremiah (Franklin, TN: Worthy Publishing, 2013)



135,000 against 32,000

= 4 to 1

135,000 against 10,000

= 13 to 1



135,000 against 32,000

= 4 to 1

135,000 against 10,000

= 13 to 1

135,000 against 300

= 450 to 1



The first test got rid of the cowards. 
And the second test got rid 

of the careless.

https://www.youtube.com/live/q4YmCACXjWw?feature=shared

Dr. Mark Hitchcock

“Gideon & the 300” (12/7/24)



135,000 against 32,000

= 4 to 1

135,000 against 10,000

= 13 to 1

135,000 against 300

= 450 to 1



vv. 9-15 –

SETTING 
THE BATTLE



God’s Promises of Victory



God’s Promises of Victory

Judg. 6:14, 16



God’s Promises of Victory

Judg. 6:14, 16

Judg. 7:7, 9



vv. 16-23 –

STAGING 
THE BATTLE



The trumpets were 
ram’s horn shofars.

(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014)

The Moody Bible Commentary

“Judges,” John McMath, p. 373



Only the leader of a military unit 
ordinarily had access 

to such a noise-making device. 

(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014)

The Moody Bible Commentary

“Judges,” John McMath, p. 373



So from the sound of 300 shofars 
the Midianite soldiers 

would have inferred the existence 
of an enormous 
body of soldiers.

(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014)

The Moody Bible Commentary

“Judges,” John McMath, p. 373



“Take up the ark 

of the covenant, and let seven 

priests bear seven trumpets 

of rams’ horns before 

the ark of the LORD.”
Joshua 6:6b, NKJV



As a normal custom in those days, 
armies rarely fought at night....

Liberty Bible Commentary: OT

“Judges,” Edward E. Hindson, p. 476
(Lynchburg, VA: Old-Time Gospel Hour, 1982)



... when the Midianites awoke … 
they could only assume 

that thousands upon thousands 
were attacking them....

Liberty Bible Commentary: OT

“Judges,” Edward E. Hindson, p. 476
(Lynchburg, VA: Old-Time Gospel Hour, 1982)



“Gideon Defeats Midian Using Trumpets and Lamps in Pitchers”

https://www.blueletterbible.org/images/Judges/imageDisplay/hs2_173_b; Used by permission of BlueLetterBible.org.



“For God, who said, 

‘Let light shine 

out of darkness,’ 

has shone in our hearts 

2 Corinthians 4:6, ESV



to give the light 

of the knowledge 

of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:6, ESV



But we have this treasure 

in jars of clay, 
to show that 

2 Corinthians 4:7, ESV



the surpassing power 

belongs to God 
and not to us.”

2 Corinthians 4:7, ESV



“For though we walk 

in the flesh, 

we are not waging war 
according to the flesh. 

2 Corinthians 10:3, ESV



For the weapons 

of our warfare 

are not of the flesh 

but have divine power 

to destroy strongholds.”
2 Corinthians 10:4, ESV



The victory was clearly God’s: 
he turned the Midianites’ swords 
against them (v. 22), and they fled 
south and east to the Jordan River 

and across (vv. 23-25).
ESV Study Bible

Note on Judges 7:22-25, p. 452
Taken from the ESV® Study Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), Copyright © 2008 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008)



“Do to them as you 

did to Midian ... who said, 

‘Let us take possession 

for ourselves of the 

pastures of God.’”
Psalm 83:9, 12, ESV



“For You have broken 

the yoke of his burden …
As in the day of Midian.”

Isaiah 9:4, NKJV



“And the LORD of hosts 

will stir up a scourge for him 

like the slaughter of Midian 
at the rock of Oreb....”

Isaiah 10:26a, NKJV



vv. 24-25 –

SECURING 
VICTORY





Chapter 8 –
Failure
Follows

Fortitude



It may be significant that 
from this point on in the Gideon story 

there is no indication 
that he is operating 

under God’s direction.
Gary Inrig

Hearts of Iron, Feet of Clay, p. 152
(Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House Publishers, 2005)



“And Gideon came to the 

Jordan and crossed over, 

he and the 300 men 

who were with him, 

exhausted yet pursuing.”
Judges 8:4, ESV



Gideon’s main goal was the capture 
of Midian’s two kings, 

for without leadership the eastern 
hordes were not likely to resume 

their raids to the west.
Expositor’s Bible Commentary

“Judges,” Herbert Wolf, p. 431
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary; Vol. 3, Deuteronomy—2 Samuel; Frank E. Gaebelein, general editor (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992)



The two kings 
probably belonged 

to different tribal groups.

Expositor’s Bible Commentary

“Judges,” Herbert Wolf, p. 431
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary; Vol. 3, Deuteronomy—2 Samuel; Frank E. Gaebelein, general editor (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992)



“Make their nobles 

like Oreb and Zeeb, 

all their princes 
like Zebah and Zalmunna.”

Psalm 83:11, ESV



It is notable that the Lord 
plays no part in these events, 

and on the east side of the Jordan 
a very different Gideon 

begins to emerge. 
Gary Inrig

Hearts of Iron, Feet of Clay, p. 158
(Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House Publishers, 2005)





There is no evidence 

of worship.



There is no evidence 

of worship.

There are no more promises 

from God.



There is no evidence 

of worship.

There are no more promises 

from God.

Gideon issues no call 

for ongoing revival.



… it seems that Gideon has begun 
to pursue a personal vendetta. 

Gary Inrig

Hearts of Iron, Feet of Clay, p. 158
(Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House Publishers, 2005)



… for the first time, 
a judge contributed 

to Israel’s spiritual decline 
(8:24-27). 

The Jeremiah Study Bible

Note on Judg. 6:1-7:22, p. 321
David Jeremiah (Franklin, TN: Worthy Publishing, 2013)



Gideon also seems to have 
assumed priestly duties 

for he made his own ephod 
and probably consulted it 
on behalf of the people.

Warren W. Wiersbe

The BE Commentary: OT History, p. 128
The Bible Exposition Commentary: OT History (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Communications Ministries, 2003)



In some sense he may have usurped 
the function of the priest 

and/or established a rival worship 
center to the tabernacle.

Bible Knowledge Commentary

“Judges,” F. Duane Lindsey, p. 396
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament, John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, editors (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985)



Gideon used [the ephod] 
to establish a worship system 
devoted to him, even as done 

by the Canaanite kings.

(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014)

The Moody Bible Commentary

“Judges,” John McMath, p. 374



The ephod was part of the high priest’s 
attire (see Exod. 28:1-35; 39:1-26), 

a sleeveless tunic worn 
over his other garments.

Dale Ralph Davis

Judges: Such a Great Salvation, p. 113
(Great Britain; Fearn, Ross-shire, United Kingdom: Christian Focus Publications, 2000)



… requesting the priest’s ephod 
meant to ask for Yahweh’s direction 

by Urim and Thummim....

Dale Ralph Davis

Judges: Such a Great Salvation, p. 113
(Great Britain; Fearn, Ross-shire, United Kingdom: Christian Focus Publications, 2000)



… Gideon would become a channel 
of Yahweh’s direct guidance 

in addition to the priest and ephod 
Yahweh had already provided.

Dale Ralph Davis

Judges: Such a Great Salvation, p. 114
(Great Britain; Fearn, Ross-shire, United Kingdom: Christian Focus Publications, 2000)



Whatever this ephod was, 
it became an object of worship 
and a spiritual stumbling block 

to the Israelites.

Dr. Thomas Constable

“Notes on Judges: Note on 8:27”
Copyright 2025 by Thomas L. Constable; https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes/html/judges/judges.htm



Gideon led Israel back into idolatry—
out of which he had previously 

led them (cf. 6:25-32).

Dr. Thomas Constable

“Notes on Judges: Note on 8:27”
Copyright 2025 by Thomas L. Constable; https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes/html/judges/judges.htm



Rather than following Moses 
as his role model, who, 
though hesitant at first, 
had proved faithful—

Dr. Thomas Constable

“Notes on Judges: Note on 8:27”
Copyright 2025 by Thomas L. Constable; https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes/html/judges/judges.htm



Gideon followed the example of Aaron, 
who requested the people’s jewelry 

to make an idol (Ex. 32:1-6).

Dr. Thomas Constable

“Notes on Judges: Note on 8:27”
Copyright 2025 by Thomas L. Constable; https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes/html/judges/judges.htm



“This is your god, O Israel, 

that brought you out 
of the land of Egypt!”

Exodus 32:4b, NKJV



… Gideon put on the ephod 
and wore it as a priest, 

when he wished to inquire 
and learn the will of the Lord.

C.F. Keil and F. Delitzsch

Biblical Commentary on the OT, p. 358
Joshua, Judges, Ruth (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1950)



It is possible that he also 
sacrificed to the Lord 

upon the altar that was built 
at Ophrah (chap. vi. 24).

C.F. Keil and F. Delitzsch

Biblical Commentary on the OT, p. 358
Joshua, Judges, Ruth (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1950)



While several of Israel’s kings 
later took multiple wives, 

Gideon was the first Israelite leader 
to do this.

The Moody Bible Commentary

“Judges,” John McMath, p. 374
(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014)



In the end Gideon seems 
to have returned 

to the syncretistic society out of which 
God had called him 

to deliver Israel.
Bible Knowledge Commentary

“Judges,” F. Duane Lindsey, p. 396
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament, John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, editors (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985)



Gideon the idol-breaker 
became Gideon the idol-maker

(Ps. 106:39). 

The Jeremiah Study Bible

Note on Judg. 8:26, 27, p. 325
David Jeremiah (Franklin, TN: Worthy Publishing, 2013)



What do 
we learn 

from Gideon?



… perhaps the greatest 
of the judges....

Warren W. Wiersbe

The BE Commentary: OT History, p. 94
The Bible Exposition Commentary: OT History (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Communications Ministries, 2003)



“For my father fought for you, 

risked his life, 

and delivered you 
out of the hand of Midian.”

Judges 9:17, NKJV



The story of Gideon 
is a study in contrast. 

It is an excellent example of what 
God can do with a man 
when he acts in faith. 

With John C. Whitcomb (Winona Lake, IN: BMH Books, 1989)

Dr. John J. Davis

Israel: From Conquest to Exile, p. 118



A second lesson worth noting 
in this story is the danger 

of failure in spite of initial victories. 

With John C. Whitcomb (Winona Lake, IN: BMH Books, 1989)

Dr. John J. Davis

Israel: From Conquest to Exile, p. 118



The Lesson 

of Fear









The Lesson 

of Failure



Gideon missed a great opportunity 
to bring reformation 
and perhaps revival 

to the land.

Warren W. Wiersbe

The BE Commentary: OT History, p. 129
The Bible Exposition Commentary: OT History (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Communications Ministries, 2003)



Despite all the achievements of Gideon, 
he made no permanent 

spiritual difference 
in the life of the nation.

Gary Inrig

Hearts of Iron, Feet of Clay, p. 172
(Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House Publishers, 2005)



Gideon did not finish well, 
even though he lived long 

and was buried in his father’s tomb.

Dr. Thomas Constable

“Notes on Judges: Note on 8:31-32”
Copyright 2025 by Thomas L. Constable; https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes/html/judges/judges.htm



He refused kingship formally, 
in word, but in practice 

he lived like a king, 
and he set himself up 

as a priest.
Dr. Thomas Constable

“Notes on Judges: Note on 8:31-32”
Copyright 2025 by Thomas L. Constable; https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes/html/judges/judges.htm



Gideon eventually succumbed 
to all the sins he had fought against, 

and these sins multiplied—
with devastating consequences. 

The Jeremiah Study Bible

Note on Judg. 9:1-6, p. 326
David Jeremiah (Franklin, TN: Worthy Publishing, 2013)



The Lesson 

of Faith



“And this is the victory 

that has overcome 

the world—
our faith.”

1 John 5:4b, NKJV



We Must Trust God’s Promises



We Must Trust God’s Promises

in times of adversity



We Must Trust God’s Promises

in times of adversity

in times of prosperity



“And what more shall I say? 

For the time would fail me 
to tell of Gideon....”

Hebrews 11:32, NKJV



“who through faith 
subdued kingdoms....”

Hebrews 11:33, NKJV



“… out of weakness 

were made strong, 

became valiant in battle, 

turned to flight the armies 

of the aliens.”
Hebrews 11:34, NKJV
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