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Dangers of Allegorization — Philo

Dangers of Allegorization
Gates of Nehemiah 3

Dangers of Allegorization

T Text is not being interpreted
THINCS

C(l)'_ME II. Authority is transferred from text to
interpreter

. There is no way to test the interpreter

. No mechanism for controlling the
interpreter’s imagination

Pentecost, Things to Come, pps. 4-5
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What Caused the Shift Into Allegorism?

. Need for immediate relevance

. Incorporation of human philosophy into interpretation

. Gnostic dualism (Gen. 1:31; 1 John 2:22; 4:2-3; Acts

17:32; 1 Cor. 15:12)

. Decline of the church's Jewish population
. Constantine’s Edict of Milan (A.D. 313)

. AD 70 and Hadrian’s (A.D. 117-138)“Palestine”

Overview

The early church
The Alexandrian eclipse
THE DARK AGES

The contribution of the Protestant Reformers

The Reformers’ incomplete revolution

Reformed Theology today

. Dispensationalism & the completed revolution

Looking back 500 years later - "
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. The Dark Ages (or the Middle Ages)

. Lasted from the 4th to the 16th centuries
. Obsolescence of prophetic studies

. Domination of Augustinian Amillennialism
. Only one church: Roman Catholicism
. The Bible is removed from the people

1. Allegorization
2. llliteracy
3. Mass read in Latin
. Sale of indulgences
. Anti-Semitism
. Church in need of rescue
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V. Contribution of the Protestant Reformers

A.
. Emphasis on literal interpretation
. Denunciation of allegorization
. Rejection of church tradition as a guide

Preparation of the Reformers

. Priesthood of all believers

1. Bible translations
2. Literacy

. Basis for the American system of governance

. Five solas
. Rejection of celibacy of the priesthood

The ultimate sacrifice
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“thus invalidating the word of God by
your tradition which you have handed
down; and you do many things such
as that.”
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“Every tin horn dictator in the world today, every president for life, has
a Bill of Rights,”...“That’s not what makes us free; if it did, you would
rather live in Zimbabwe. But you wouldn’t want to live in most
countries in the world that have a Bill of Rights. What has made us free
is our Constitution. Think of the word ‘constitution;” it means
structure.” “That’s why America’s framers debated not the Bill of
Rights during the Constitutional Convention of 1787 in Philadelphia,”
he said, “but rather the structure of the federal government.” “The
genius of the American constitutional system is the dispersal of
power,” he said. “Once power is centralized in one person, or one part
[of government], a Bill of Rights is just words on paper.”...“A
constitution is about setting structure; it is not about writing the
preferences of special interest groups,” he said.”

T Total Depravity

U Unconditional Election

L Limited Atonement

I Irresistible Grace

P Perseverance of the Saints

Sugar Land Bible Church 10
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Martin Luther
The Bondage of the Will

MARTIN LUTHER ON FREE WILL

;\‘Li:'lm ]_ uther called his
55 [

ool s " The Bondage
the \.\'H h [-:. t % Of.!‘bﬂWil l

|n1}‘nrt.;|‘.t work. In it he
: hat |'|||m:1r‘.ltl{ 151N @
ge to sin, frc.:‘.l_t.
1 |':-:| their
to
Martin Luther

|
(10d on their own.

on account of man, for the'intent of man’s heart is
evil from his youth; and |l will never again destroy
every living thing, as | have done.[emphasis mine].

Lord Acton

"ALL POWER TENDS
TO CORRUPT AND
ABSOLUTE POWER

CORRUPTS
ABSOLUTELY"
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Federalist # 51 .

'?But what is government but the greatest of all reflections

n human nature? If men were angels, no government
ould be necessary. If angels were to govern men, neither

texternal nor internal controls on government would be
Fnecessary. In framing a government which is to be

| administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in

‘this: you must first enable the government to control the 3
| governed; and in the next place obligeit to control itself.”

der Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay, The Federalist Papers, trans. Clintorr
Rossiter (New Yark, NY: Penguin, 1961), 322.

John Calvin

i Bancroft “...simply calls Calvin ‘the
 father of America’ and adds: ‘He who

will not honor the memory and

| respect the influence of Calvin knows
fbut little of the origin of American

liberty.”

Loraine Boettner, The Reformed Doctrine of
Predestination (Philipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and
Reformed, 1932), 398-90. . :
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THE 5 PILLARS E

of REFORMED THEOLOGY

Alone  Ch Alone  Grace Alone  Falih Alone  Glory o God Alone
prt

1. Sola Scriptura Scripture Alone
Solus Christus Christ Alone
Sola Fide Faith Alone
Sola Graetia Grace Alone
Soli Deo Gloria  To the Glory of God Alone

THE 5 PILLARS E

of REFORMED THEOLOGY

Grace Alone Fal Alone  Glory to God Alone
er

1 Sola Scriptura  Scripture Alone
Solus Christus Christ Alone
Sola Fide Faith Alone
Sola Graetia Grace Alone
Soli Deo Gloria  To the Glory of God Alone

Emergent Church & g
Biblical Authority
“Anglicans have demonstrated this both/and
beautifully in relation to Scripture. Scripture is
always a factor in Anglican thinking. In Anglicans’
best moments, it is their primary factor, but it is

never...the only factor. Rather Scripture is always in

dialogue with tradition, reason, and experience.
None of them sola can be the ultimate source o,
authority...” (Italics added).

Brian McLaren, A Generous Orthodoxy, 210.

Sugar Land Bible Church 13
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Biblical Authority

I.  Tradition? (Mark 7:13; Col 2:8)
[I. Reason? (Prov 3:5; 14:12; Isa 55:8-9)

lll. Experience? (2 Thess 2:9)

Biblical Authority
I. Tradition? (Mark 7:13; Col 2:8
Il. Reason? (Prov 3:5; 14:12; Isa 55:8-9)

lll. Experience? (2 Thess 2:9)

2 Thessalon %15 (NASB)

“So then, brethr stand firm and
hold to the traditions which you were
taught, whether by word of mouth or
by letter from us..”

A,

Sugar Land Bible Church
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Mark ASB)

“thus invalidatin word of God b

your tradition hich you have
handed down; and you do many

things such as that.”

N:)!

“See to it that MO one takes you
captive through philesophy and empty
deception, according to the tradition
of men, according to the elementary

principles of the world, rather than
according to Christ.”

Biblical Authority

I. Tradition? (Mark 7:13; Col 2:8)

Sugar Land Bible Church
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Biblical Authority

I.  Tradition? (Mark 7:13; Col 2:8)

[I. Reason? (Prov 3:5; 14:12; Isa 55:8-9)

lll. Experience? (2 Thess 2:9)

Satanic / Demonic Miracles

Exod 7-8
Deut 13:1-3
. Matt 7:21-23; 24:24 §
. Acts 8:9; 16:16
Gal 1:6-9
. 2 Thess 2:9
. Rev 13:3, 13; 16:13-14

Biblical Authority

I.  Where in Scripture are we told
to dialogue with all four?

[I. Magisterial vs. ministerial

Sugar Land Bible Church 16
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THE 5 PILLARS

of REFORMED THEOLOGY

1. Sola Scriptura
Solus Christus
Sola Fide
Sola Graetia
Soli Deo Gloria

John &

“Jesus said to him,

Scripture Alone

Christ Alone

Faith Alone

Grace Alone

To the Glory of God Alone

;)

I"am the way, and

the truth, and the'life; no one comes
to the Father but through Me.”

“And there is salv

Sugar Land Bible Church

on in no one else;
for there is no é‘:her name under
heaven that has been given among
men by which we must be saved.”

7/23/2017
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1 Timoth 5(NASB)
“For there is o God, and one

mediator also between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus.”

AR,

Matthew 5 (NASB)

“Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not
His mother called Mary, and His
brothers, James and Joseph and Simon
and Judas?”

AR,

Luke 1:ABIFANASB)

“And Mary said? "My soul exalts the
Lord, And my spirit 1|%as rejoiced in God

my Savior.””

AR,

Sugar Land Bible Church 18
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Romans (NASB)

“for all have sinnéd and fall short of
the glory of God.”

THE 5 PILLARS E

of REFORMED THEOLOGY

Seripiure Alone  Chris Grace Alone i one  Glory to God Alone
2 - er - ,.

THE DMLY METHOD

1

Sola Scriptura Scripture Alone

Solus Christus Christ Alone
Sola Fide Faith Alone
Sola Graetia Grace Alone
Soli Deo Gloria  To the Glory of God Alone

Belief — God’s One Condition for Justification

Gen 15:6
Then he believed in the LORD; and He
reckoned it to him as righteousness.

John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

Acts 16:30-31
"Sirs, what must | do to be saved?" They
said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you
will be saved..."

Sugar Land Bible Church 19
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#0 (NASB)

“For by grace yoU¥have been saved
through faith; a]rid that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; °not as
a result of works, so that no one may
boast.”

please Him, for he'who comes to God
must believe that He is and that He is a
rewarder of those who seek Him.”

ﬁ THE 5 PILLARS

of REFORMED THEOLOGY

oae  Fal

Meaning

Sola Scriptura Scripture Alone

Solus Christus Christ Alone

Sola Fide Faith Alone

Sola Graetia Grace Alone

Soli Deo Gloria  To the Glory of God Alone

Sugar Land Bible Church 20
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EphesianSpeaseo (NASB)

“For by grace youthave been saved
through faith; and hat not of yourselves,
it is the gift of God; ° not as a result of
works, so that no one may boast.”

THE 5 PILLARS

of REFORMED THEOLOGY

Ch

1. Sola Scriptura Scripture Alone
Solus Christus Christ Alone
Sola Fide Faith Alone
Sola Graetia Grace Alone
Soli Deo Gloria To the Glory of God Alone

%0 (NASB)

“For by grace yo ! have been saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves,
it is the gift of God; ® not as a result of

works, so that no one may boast.”

Sugar Land Bible Church
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Romans 3 B (NASB)

“Where then 'isiiboasting? It is
excluded. By what kind of law? Of
works? No, but by a law of faith. 2 For
we maintain that a man is justified by
faith apart from works of the Law.”

[V. Contribution of the Protestant Reformers

A. Preparation of the Reformers
B. Emphasis on literal interpretation
C. Denunciation of allegorization
D. Rejection of church tradition as a guide
. Priesthood of all believers
1. Bible translations
2. Literacy
. Basis for the American system of governance
. Five solas

. Rejection of celibacy of the priesthood

The ultimate sacrifice

. Rejoice f’ﬂl
| T

y:
¥

)

“I also say to you'that you are Peter,
and upon this rock | will build My
church; and the gates of Hades will not
overpower it.”

Sugar Land Bible Church 22
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Matthe )

“When Jesus camelinto Peter’s home,
He saw his mother-in-law lying sick in
bed with a fever.”

1 Corinthi 5 (NASB)

“Do we not have a t to take along a
believing wife, even as the rest of the
apostles and the brothers of the Lord
and Cephas?”

IV. Contribution of the Protestant Reformers

A. Preparation of the Reformers
B. Emphasis on literal interpretation ;
C. Denunciation of allegorization A
D. Rejection of church tradition as a guide
. Priesthood of all believers
1. Bible translations
2. Literacy
. Basis for the American system of governance
G. Five solas
. Rejection of celibacy of the priesthood
The ultimate sacrifice

. Rejoice f’ﬂl
| 42
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[V. Contribution of the Protestant Reformers

A. Preparation of the Reformers
3. Emphasis on literal interpretation
C. Denunciation of allegorization
). Rejection of church tradition as a guide
. Priesthood of all believers
1. Bible translations
2. Literacy
. Basis for the American system of governance
. Five solas
. Rejection of celibacy of the priesthood
The ultimate sacrifice

. Rejoice f "1‘
[
e
|

CONCLUSION

IV. Contribution of the Protestant Reformers

A. Preparation of the Reformers
. Emphasis on literal interpretation ;‘-!-\_
C. Denunciation of allegorization A
). Rejection of church tradition as a guide
. Priesthood of all believers
1. Bible translations
2. Literacy
. Basis for the American system of governance
. Five solas
. Rejection of celibacy of the priesthood
. The ultimate sacrifice

Rejoice f 'ﬂ
T
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NumberSiEage (NASB)

“And Moses madé¥a bronze serpent
and set it on the standard; and it came
about, that if a serpent bit any man,
when he looked to the bronze serpent,
he lived.”

John 3:1EBNNASB)

“As Moses lifted Upithe serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of
Man be lifted up; *>so that whoever
believes will in Him have eternal life.”

Sugar Land Bible Church 25
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NINASB)

“He removed the "high' places and broke
down the sacred pillz ts and cut down the
Asherah. He also broke in pieces the bronze
serpent that Moses had made, for until
those days the sons of Israel burned
incense to it; and it was called Nehushtan.”

NASB)

servant is dead; now
therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you
and all this people, to the land which |
am giving to them, to the sons of Israel.”

Matthew/ JGHEEOR, (NASB)

16 Now when Jesus came intoftheNdistrict of Caesarea Philippi,
He was asking His disciples, “Wh©'do people say that the Son of
Man is?”...26 Simon Peter answel &d, “You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” 17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you,
Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to
you, but My Father who is in heaven. ¢| also say to you that
you are Peter, and upon this rock | will build My church; and the
gates of Hades will not overpower it. 2°| will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall
have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
shall have been loosed j
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Matthew® 8 (NASB)

20 Then He warned the discip jat they should tell no one
that He was the Christ.?! From#that time Jesus began to show
His disciples that He must goito Jerusalem, and suffer many
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and be raised up on the third day. 2’ Peter took Him aside
and began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall
never happen to You.” 22But He turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are
not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.
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